Integrated Chinese 1.1 Lesson 2: Family Grammar Notes

1.  The particle [#J(de)
This is a possessive particle indicating a possessive relationship, similar
to the -‘s in English (e.g., mother’s sister, teacher’s doctor). f#] is placed
between the possessor and the possessed. Examples:

baba de gége

a. FTENEFEF (father’s old brother)
mdma de ji€jié

b. {SULHUHLA  (mother’s old sister)

wo de Idosht

c. AN (my teacher)

ni de mingzi
d. fRIIHZF  (your name)
2. In Chinese, countable items (a person, two pictures, etc) are ‘measured’
by a measure word (MW) used between a numeral and a noun, similar to
‘a lump of sugar’ or ‘a piece of paper’. Examples:

o yige rén a person — A

e yi ge xuéheng a student — R
e zhége ldoshi this teacher XA ZI

e nage nii hazi that girl WA LT

These measure words (about a few dozens) are not used randomly, but
each is used for a particular type of items. For example:

yizhang zhdo pidn a picture — gk A

(where ‘zhang’ is to measure flat objects like a picture, a map, etc.)

3. Interrogative pronouns (or question words) such as is {14 (what), #E
(who), JL/™(how many) in a question will stay in the same position as
in a statement. This is different from English, where you have to change
word order to ask a question. Examples:
ni jido shénme mingzi

a. 1Ry 4 2%5? (You are called by what name?)
ni de péngyou shi shui

b. TR A A #E? (Who is your friend? Or literally “Your
friend is who?”)

shui shi Idosht
c. #E & ZIi? (Who is the teacher?)
ni jid you jige rén

d. R5x A JLA A2 (Your family has how many people?)



A (to have/possess or to exist) is negated with % (not A) to form
B4, Examples:

wo ji‘d you si gérén

FF A U4 N (My family has tour people/There are four people in my
family)

wo méiyou didi

B A 25 (1 do not have younger brothers)

M, avariant of —. — and P both mean ‘two’, but are different in they
way the are used. When counting, you ALWAYS use —; but when used
before a common measure word we use P4 to express a quantity.

Examples:
yT er sdGn  sdn ér y1 yT er sdn si wd liu qr

a. — .=, = ——, ——=PMh,Nt...
wo you lidng gé gége yé you lidng ge didi

b. A M AEER A W AEE.
td you lidng gé zhonggud péngyou

c. fluAy ¥ A hE A .

#K both, all’ is an adverb that goes before a verb. Examples:
wdng péng hé I ydu doushi xuésheng

a. I I MEERAGE 424 (Wang Peng and Li You both are
students.
wo hé td dou bushi méigudrén

b. FeAfth & A2 EE AN . (He and | both are not American)
wo hé xido I dou méiydu meimei

c. TH /N A BAH Wik . (Xiao Li and | both do not have younger
sisters)

Be careful with the difference between #{%f (all do not have) and

AN#A (not all have, where ¥ is not used). Examples:

tdmen dou méiyou didi

o AT HER B = (They all do not have younger brothers)
tdmen bu dou you didi

o [ IANHR F 25 2 (Not all of them have younger brothers, some do,
some don’t)



